Bibliography

Since this book can claim to be but an introduction to the
British Colonial Empire, an attempt is made here to fiirnish
those who may wish to study its history and government and
Colonial life generally in greater detail with the principal sources
of further information. This Bibliography, though far from
exhaustive (for that would take a large volume in itself), is
believed to be the first of its kind to be compiled on a fairly
comprehensive scale, and it is hoped that it will be found to
include all those references, whether to official publications or
to general works, that may be desired by the ordinary reader or
even by the serious student.
Apart from certain standard works of reference or historical
research, the great majority of the titles are of books published
within the last two decades, for the Colonial Empire as a
separate entity is a recent conception, and conditions in the
Colonies are constantly changing. The Cambridge History cf
the British.Empire has extensive bibliographies attached to the
several volumes, and these include many Colonial references,
especially in vol. 2, covering both earlier and later periods.
Technical works on agriculture, forestry, medicine and so forth
are not as a rule included, and those who need to prosecute
research in particular fields must be referred to such cfiBecdons
as the Libraries of the Colonial Office, the Royal Empire Society,
or the Rhodes Trust, Oxford. The Empire Society's Library,
alas, has suffered severely in the war, but its published Catalogue
by Mr. Evans Lewin in several large volumes is an important
bibliographical aid. Detailed bibliographies have been compiled
for many Colonies, and one or two of these have been included
here as examples, but a fairly complete list of such sources wffi
,be found under the head of BibEography in the Subject Catalogue
of the Colonial Office Library,